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Editor’s Notes
Welcome to our fifth issue for 2022, of the 
ICTA newsletter, ”FARES” as we celebrate 
the 100th anniversary of the founding of 
Checker Motors. 

Free of charge, feel free to print this 
Newsletter and place in your own binder. 
Please feel free to forward to all your 
Checker friends and share the fun. 

A big thank you to The Gilmore Museum,  
the Kalamazoo Antique Auto Restorers Club 
and the McHenry family for putting on a 
great Checker 100th Anniversary event. Full 
coverage of the event will be found in this 
Newsletter.  All with a show narrative, we 
have photographed all Checkers at the 
event.  Where possible, we have tred to 
identify the specific owner of the various 
cars that were on display.

Also in this issue, you will find some 
reprint articles from the very first 
issue of the CMC Corporate 
Newsletter: Checker Motor News.  

One of the articles aligns with the 
100th anniversary spirit of all of our 
FARES issues this year.  The article 
celebrated the 99th anniversary of 
longtime Checker employee Jim Stout.  
The other article in this issue, is a 
“Fleet of the Month” article, 
celebrating the Freeport, Bahamas 
Checker operation.

This writer has sold several Checkers, 
and we’ll introduce readers to the 
new owner of the 1949 Checker A3 
and the parts A4

As usual, we present the most up to 
date list of Classified Checker Cab.

Please enjoy issue: volume 8 issue 5

Editor: Joe Fay
Drivermatica8@yahoo.com

Owner 1950 & 1957 Checkers

Cover Photo: Don McHenry’s 
1961 Checker Superba donated 
to The Gilmore Museum



The 2022 KAARC 
Checker Show

A big thank you goes out to the Kalamazoo 
Antique Auto Restorers Club and The Gilmore 
Museum for putting on a great show today. The 
$30.00 cover charge was more than fair.

A little about the KAARC, from their 
website “The Kalamazoo Antique Auto 
Restorers Club (more commonly known as the 
KAARC) is a non-profit club, founded in 1962 by 
a Mr. John Bailey. Our group is composed of 
automobile enthusiasts, mainly from the West 
Michigan area.

At the time of the KAARC’s founding, an 
“antique automobile” was any vehicle built in or 
before 1940. Members would gather once a 
month for a short meeting and to sell parts out of 
the trunks of their cars. By 1967 the club had its 
own newsletter, The Arc and Spark, which is still 
the primary way the KAARC reaches its 
membership with news of club events, 
anecdotes, minutes from the monthly meeting, 
and, yes, to advertise cars and car parts for sale 
(although, the official swap meet has grown 
substantially, and is now an annual event.)
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https://kaarc.org/ark-spark/
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As the KAARC grew, so did its concern for preserving automotive 
history. In 1981, the KAARC and the Gilmore Car Museum initiated a 
joint effort in order to raise funds for the museum; The Red Barns 
Spectacular. Multiple projects at the Gilmore Car Museum have 
been supported over the years through this continuing 
cooperation, including the 1998 installation of the Old Shell Station 
on the museum grounds (our logo and names of KAARC members 
can be found on the pavers in front of the station.) These days 
the proceeds from our fundraisers help support Garage Works (a 
program run by the Gilmore Car Museum to mentor students 
interested in entering the automotive trades,) and the Tool Box 
Program (an initiative by the KAARC to purchase tools for students 
going into automotive trades.)”

Over 33 Checker showed up to the event. All clean sharp car and 
with surprisingly friendly owners, considering some of the issues 
of the past. The highlight of the day was meeting David McHenry.

Dave’s the son of Don McHenry the original founder of the 
Checker Car Club of America. A special day for the McHenry 
family, Don, donated his 1960 Checker Superba wagon. Now in 
the possession of The Gilmore, Dave had the honor of handing 
over the keys to the Superba to The Gilmore leadership team.

According to Dave “Today August 6, 2022, was a great day 
for Don McHenry and family. I brought my Dad’s 61 
Superba Wagon to Kalamazoo, to the Checker Car Club 
Convention and the Red Barn Spectacular at the Gilmore 
Car Museum. Dad’s now 98 and couldn’t make the trip. My 
nephew JJ and I were at the event. TODAY, DAD’S 
BELOVED CHECKER BECAME A PART OF THE GILMORE 
CAR MUSEUM’S COLLECTION. It’s new home will be in the 
Carriage House with the rest of the museum’s Checker’s. I 
know many of you may be at Macungie today, and of my 
Dad’s favorites!!”

Christian Hutter and Don McHenry 2018

https://gilmorecarmuseum.org/
https://kaarc.org/red-barns-spectacular/
https://kaarc.org/kaarc-community-projects/
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On display in The Gilmore’s big Red Barn

• 1931 Model M

• 1933 Model T

• 1936 Model Y

• 1969 Medi-Car



From the May 1974 Issue of CMC’s Checker News a 
brief article about longtime Checker employee Jim 
Stout. In two-weeks it will be the 99th anniversary of 
Jim’s start at Checker. Let’s celebrate.

Checker People you Should Know

Over a half a Century of Checker Service

August 15. 1974 will be a big day in the life of James 
Stout. It will also be sort of a milestone for Checker 
Motors, for on that say Mr. Stout will celebrate his 
51st year with the company.

Stout came with the company in 1923 at the time 
Checker took over the Handley Knight automobile 
plant. That plant was about a quarter of a mile long, 
and includes much of what is now the experimental 
department , where Stouts office is located.

He came to Checker from the Roamer automobile 
plant in Kalamazoo and is proud of the fact that 
Roamer produced one of the finest cars ever made in 
America. Stout has two of them, “cannibalizing” one 
of the Roamers to restore the second one.

“in those days, says Stout, “it took about two weeks 
for the Checker car body to go through our paint 
shop. We applied anywhere from 12 and 15 coats of 
paint, and they had to be rubbed by hand. Today, we 
send a body through the paint line in about a half-
hour.”
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Mr. Stout continues, “I came here at the same time that L.F. Goodspeed, Roamer’s chief engineer, joined 
Checker. I was supposed to work in the engineering and experimental department, and I guess I have 
worked in every department of this company that I can think of. I worked in sales, spent time on the 
road. Had charge of inspection during World War II. Even supervised the assembly line at one time. Final 
testing. Shipping. Plant Layout. You name it. Practically every job in the place. Of course, now I’m semi-
retired. I considered retiring several years ago when Checkers founder, Mr. Morris Markin was still 
alive. When I broached the question, Mr. Markin replied, ‘as long as I have to keep working, Jim, I don’t see 
any reason why you shouldn’t.’”

“After Mr. Marking died, his son, David sort of insisted I hang around a little longer. Honestly, though, I only 
come down to work about every other day, something like that. In the winter, I put in a little more time 
because my office is so warm and comfortable, and of course, after 51 year it is apparent that I like my 
work.”
“Checker Motors and I have been together a long time. Still today, it constantly surprises and stimulates me 
to see that our employment is heading towards the 1000 mark, and that our company is diversifying its 
production, and growing.”
Photo Caption for the Header Picture

From the May 1974 Issue of CMC’s Checker News a brief article about longtime Checker employee Jim 
Stout. In two-weeks it will be the 99th anniversary of Jim’s start at Checker. Let’s celebrate

HEADER PHOTO CAPTION
Jim Stout and Julius Homoki at work in the Checker experimental department, Spring 1974. Jim Stout 
started at Checker in 1922 and worked there for over 50 years. He worked in every department at Checker 
during his tenure at Checker. Most notably, he was head of the Experimental Department. In essence. he 
worked on every type of Checker taxicab and bus ever produced.



Das Awkscht Fescht 2022 was extra 
hot. Car attendance seemed a little 
down overall. Saw Jim Rogers, Bruce 
and Marjorie Uhrich and the folks 
who brought David Sunstein’s 1956 
Checker Model A8 Standard to the 
show. Just the two Checkers.

Given this was the same weekend 
as the Gilmore’s 100th Anniversary 
Show, it not surprising that the 
show was light on Checkers. 
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Das Awkscht Fescht 2022 
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Freeport Taxi Company LTD.
This article will take us back to Checker Motor Corp. and the date May of 
1974 and will share one of the first articles from CMC’s new Checker Motor 
News, Newsletters. Years later the name of the Newsletter would be 
changed to Checker Headlights.

In the first edition of the newsletter a feature was established Fleet of the 
Month. This blog will present the original article and share some photos of 
the actual fleet.

FLEET OF THE MONTH

Freeport, Grand Bahamas Island and Freeport 
Taxi Co., LTD.
Called the “Fun and Gamees Island” Grand 
Bahamas is just 120 miles from Miami and only 
76 miles from West Palm Beach. It’s the closet 
foreign island to the United States. Whether 
tourists to the island arrive by cruise ship at the 
docks or the airport, their met by Checker 
taxicab owned by Freeport Taxi Co., LTD.

Freeport Taxi has been using Checker A11e 
Taxicabs for almost ten years and their current 
fleet numbers about thirty Checkers. Frank 
Cockburn, President says “our customers prefer 
the roominess of the Checkers, and the ease of 
entry and leaving, that’s why all our taxicab 
serving the port authority area meeting cruise 
ships and planes are Checkers. Most of the 
tourists head for the International Bazaar, to the 
casinos or the “shops”.
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Grand Bahamas is a great place to 
vacation. Vacationers enjoy its 
beaches. They lie in the sun. They 
swim. They sail. They snorkel. They 
loaf. They golf, play tennis and 
cycle. The dine on such delicacies as 
Conch chowder, Bahama lobster, 
Dover sole and Veal Milinaise. And 
when they’ve had their fill…..they head 
back to their hotel …….or to the 
airport……or to the docks, in a Checker.
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Congratulations to Stephen and Jennifer Fiorenzo on the purchase of 
their 1949 Checker. We’re happy to see the active ICTA members 
take possession of the extremely rare car.

The Fiorenzo will add this and the A4 parts car to to their growing 
Checker collection. Based out of Michigan and very near to Toledo, 
we hope to see the entire Fiorenzo family and this stunning car 
shown alongside other rare Checkers and future area shows.
We’ll continue to post updates communicated by the Fiorenzo’s as 
the continue the restoration of this beauty.

New Owner!



1971 Checker Marathon with low original miles currently in 
Florida. Asking $13,000. It has been in the family since it was 
purchased brand new in 1971. Milage is original has not rolled 
over. Minor issues, it has a tear in rear bottom seat

Equipped with rear foot rests. Some of the brake lines were 
replace. Rust on body underneath and was mitigated about 10 
years ago

6 Cylinder. Garaged kept.

Never a Taxi

Contact Larry via email 
at surveillancetechnologiesllc@gmail.com

Link to Facebook

Marketplace – 1971 Checker Marathon | Facebook
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https://www.facebook.com/marketplace/item/765248484476107/?ref=search&referral_code=null&referral_story_type=post&tracking=browse_serp%3A0e0b2bd8-6efe-4359-9676-d66e7157745a
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1973 Checker Marathon.. Ran when parked.. Complete..parts car. 
$1500.00
9400 Jamison Rd, Lodi, OH, United States, Ohio

(330) 948-2567

1972 Checker Aerobus..$5000.00 motor is free..ran
when parked.

9400 Jamison Rd, Lodi, OH, United States, Ohio

(330) 948-2567
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$4,500 OBO!!! SERIOUS ONLY!! Posting for a friend!! Will 

need towed!! 350 motor, ran when sat and will need work 

and tlc!!! Have title and keys!! Must pick up!!!! 

(7) Marketplace - 1979 Chevrolet Checker marathon | 
Facebook

1977 Checker Aerobus Runs great, interior 

pretty nice 

(7) Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/marketplace/item/443996920946701/?ref=search&referral_code=null&referral_story_type=post&tracking=browse_serp%3A3809b849-37a8-458c-b797-3d98ea884641
https://www.facebook.com/commerce/listing/587418736126863/?media_id=0&ref=share_attachment
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1971 checker Aerobus 8 door This would make a really 

cool build Has some cancer and needs total restore Clear 

title Reduced to 2k needs to go away 

(7) Marketplace - 1971 Checker Aerobus | Facebook

1969 Checker Marathon Cab. Runs, drives and 

for more info call 509-551-5061 

https://www.facebook.com/marketplace/item/1028890727991801/?ref=search&referral_code=null&referral_story_type=post&tracking=browse_serp%3Abbe1edfd-c490-475a-b44d-5d5eff244ef9


End Photo

The vintage Checker 
fleet in Toledo, Ohio.  
The A8 and A4 will 
remain in Toledo.  The 
A3 and Parts A4 will be 
traveling to their new 
home in Michigan.


