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Editor’s Notes
Welcome to our first issue of 2022, the ICTA 
newsletter, ”FARES” as we celebrate the 
100th anniversary of the founding of 
Checker Motors 

Free of charge, feel free to print this 
Newsletter and place in your own binder. 
Please feel free to forward to all your 
Checker friends and share the fun. 

This Newsletter is a little different,  it’s the 
first issue offered during the Checker 100th

Anniversary.   In this issue, we cover the 
history that spans the twenty years 
preceding the founding of Checker Cab 
Manufacturing Corp on February 28th 1922.

Covered in four parts this issue will 

introduced you to the con man who 
started it all, a man named 
DeSchaum.  We’ll cover the history of 
the six companies that preceded 
Checker during a tumultuous period. 
During this time over 100 companies 
were in business producing 
assembled automobiles, and Checker 
survived it.

We’ll also cover the period of 
transition when Morris Markin took 
over the Lomberg Autobody Company 
and Commonwealth Motors. We’ll 
also share a story about how Morris 
Markin launched his new company 
with new ideas.

Also in this issue is a brief narrative 
and high quality photo of every 
Checker produced from 1922 till 1982

Please enjoy issue: volume 8 issue 1

Editor: Joe Fay
Drivermatica8@yahoo.com
Owner 1949, 1950, 1952,  & 

1957  Checkers

Cover Photo 1924 Checker 
Model C in Chicago Livery



Mark your calendar for Memorial Day 
weekend as Checker fans celebrates 100 year 
of Checker taxicabs! 

Emerson and Rachel Zentz along with Laddie
Vetek are organizing this event. Further 
details to follow.  The show is targeted for the 
Lake Geneva area of Wisconsin.

To date ten Checker taxicabs or specialty 
vehicles are committed to the event.  This 
event is slated to celebrate the Taxicab, the 
cars that Morris Markin built his business on.

Memorial Day weekend may be a challenge 
for some, but the 100th anniversary is pretty 
important and we wanted to celebrate in the 
month that Checker started producing 
taxicabs in 1922.
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100th Anniversary 
Checker Show



Many have compared the early days of the US 
automobile industry as being much like the technology boom of 
the 1990s; such was the rapidity of growth and change. 
Automotive executives in the early twentieth century regularly 
switched companies and launched spinoffs and start-ups, 
and this culture of cross-pollination spread innovative 
manufacturing and design ideas among the manufacturers. It 
also established an early pattern of constant bankruptcies, 
recapitalizations and the discovery of its charlatans and frauds.

Like many automobiles of this period, Checker’s roots go back 
further than its original offering in the market of 1922 and is 
perhaps linked to one of the early charlatans.

With regard to charlatans, we’ll let you be the judge as we lay out 
the Checker story. Most historian take Checker’s roots back to 
1908, but the man behind the enterprise that would be become 
Checker Motor Corporation was known in the industry 
well before 1908.
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Part 1 The Con Man Who Started It All, W. A. 

The History of Checker



It all started with the incorporation of a company called The 
Autocarrette Company in Alexandria, Virginia.  Eight 
Washington business men with no actual experience in 
producing vehicles set out to produce and operate buses to be 
used in Washington D.C. area.   In April of 1900. Shortly 
after organizing the company, the leaders of Autocarrette: O. G. 
Stables and W.E Schnieder decided that they could not 
manufacture the vehicles but would focus on operating the 
buses. The new directions would have its own inherent 
problems, vehicles were not readily available in 1900, the 
decision required that Autocarrette would have to find a
partner to produce the buses required to operate the business.

Management found just the man: William A. Schaum, 
president of the Schaum Automobile and Manufacturing 
Company of Baltimore, Md. Now this sounds like a great plan, 
but the reality was the Mr. Schaum had never produced any 
cars in a commercial sense. Schaum’s business was 
essentially a warehouse and auto repair shop.
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1902 Schwam motorized buggy produced in Baltimore

Schaum was contracted to produce ten 
jitneys for $40,000. Each vehicle was to be 
able to carry 20 passengers, ironic as the 
word Autocarrette was defined as small car, 
but the actual Autocarrette bus was a large 
vehicle.



As soon a as the big electric buses were delivered 
the problems began arising.  The vehicles required 
constant service work,  the issues so significant that 
the entire service would temporarily shut down in 
September 1901 when the majority of elec`tric
motors in the vehicles needed to be replaced.

In February on 1901 the city of Washington was 
flooded with complaints from DC residents. A 
report issued by the district summed up the 
problems: the vehicles were “unsightly in the 
extreme” and generated an “unholy din” in the 
neighborhood.

What would ultimately become a chronic problem 
for Schaum: litigation ensued, it was 
initiated against him for repayment of the 
$40,000.00 for his horrible in-operables buses.

By 1902 Autocarrette was no longer in business,  but 
Schaum did continue to produce automobiles. Schaum
produced 16 runabouts, equipped with a one cylinder 
engines that operated with a chain drive.

1908 Seven  little Buffaloes buggy produced in Baltimore
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Probably the most interesting feature of Schaum’s
runanbout was that the vehicle were not equipped 
with brakes. More interesting, yet never explained 
was Schaum’s claim that the runabout would be 
able to stop without brakes!. By 1903 Schaum
would close his business and move out of town, 
again leaving behind many angry customer and 
investors.

Mr. Schaum would drop off the auto scene for several 
years, but he would remerge in Buffalo in 1908 and form 
his third company. In Buffalo there was change, his 
name: William A. Schuam was now William Andrew 
De Schaum.  More a con man than a manufacturer,  in 
1908 he claimed that he was formerly with C. 
Rossier Manufacturing,  where he was credited with 
creating a successful high wheeler automobile; essentially 
a traditional four-wheeled buggy with a motor (no 
evidence can be found of C. Rossier Manufacturing).
.
In 1908 Motor World Magazine would describe De Schaum
as follows: “Mr. De Schaum is a prolific smoker of 
cigarettes, De Schaum claims to have built a car in 1895 
and to have completed in the first automobile race in 
this country: also claims to have originated the spark plug 
and several other things of moment”. Great claims but 
with a little research the claims will prove out as false.

1908 Seven  little Buffaloes buggy produced in Baltimore
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De Schaum introduced a high wheeler, named the 
“Seven Little Buffaloes”, but unfortunately the 
high wheeler auto genre was already falling out of 
grace in the marketplace when compared to 
more innovative designs of the 1908.

The De Schaum high wheeler was a two-cylinder, 
air-cooled, 10-horsepower open air carriage that 
would travel 15 mph. The wheelbase was 
74 inches with 38-inch wheels. It had cable drive 
and a friction transmission at a price of $600. 
Unlike the 1901 Schaum runabout his 1908 car 
would actually have brakes. 

Additionally De Schaum introduced a surrey with 
a wheel base of 84 inches that sold for 
$700. With only 36 units produced, it was a 
total failure. De Schaum would close down 
this company and move on to his next project.

Over the course of a year, De Schaum moved about New 
York State in order to find a place to build another car and 
open a new auto company. Eventually he would find his 
way to Hornell, New York. While there he would be wined 
and dined by Hornell city politicians & businessmen, 
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entertained and enticed to produce his car in their 
humble cities, he settled in Hornell and in 1910 started 
a new company, the De Schaum-Hornell 
Motor Company.

Records indicate DeSchaum incorporated his fourth
company in New York State with $150,000 capital. 
This venture went nowhere, not ever producing a 
single car!  Records show that, after fighting with 
contractors and business leaders he produced conflict 
and chaos as opposed to automobiles.  Apparently the 
Hornell business leaders discovered that DeSchaum
was broke, not having a single dime, more fraud from 
Schaum, something Schaum excelled at. As con men 
do when discovered DeSchaum left Hornell, New York 
never to return.

As many young men did back in the early part of

the twentieth century, he headed west: 
to Michigan. By the end of 1910, De Schaum was 
back in business. In September of 1910 De Schaum
latest project would be displayed in Detroit. It was 
reported in The Automobile magazine 
“The Suburban Limited will be produced here 
(Detroit) by the DeSchaum Motor Car Company, 
made its appearance on the streets last week and 
affected considerable attraction. It is a light
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all parts are Hecla steel and practically all 
under the hood. It will sell for $900.00 to 
$1000.00. The company is comprised of 10 
Detroit business men including W. Andrew 
DeSchaum designer of the car, they expect 
to sell 500 cars next year”. It’s not clear 
that there was 10 actual living breathing 
business men involved other than 
DeSchaum. Also note that again 
De Schaum now goes by the name W. 
Andrew DeSchaum, his third name change 
and fifth car company.

DeSchaum soon engaged in dialogue with 
the bigwigs of two Michigan cities: 
Wyandotte and Encorse in order to find a 
new place to settle and build the new cars, 
not in Detroit as reported earlier

The Suburban Motor Car Company’s Model A-6 roadster, 

produced in Detroit, DeSchaum’s plan was to produce in 

Encorse, New York but research indicates none of the 

Suburban’s were actually produced in Encorse. This 

vehicle served R.A. Palmer as the basis of the first Partin 

automobiles manufactured after DeSchaum was pushed 

out of the organization.

in 1910. The DeSchaum Motor Car Co. was reorganized in 
September 1911 with the same officers, into a new company, 
Suburban Motor Car Co. DeSchaum sixth attempt at a car 
company, the new
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concern now had ambitious plans beyond just 
producing cars, the new plans called for the 
development of a new industrial community 
on acreage in nearby Ecorse. , De Schaum secured 
capital from various Encorse investors including 230 
acers of land.

According to press announcements in the New York 
Times as well as many automotive journals at the 
time, the new Suburban Motor Car Co. was designed 
to be an impressive complex of factory buildings 
with direct access, via the Ecorse River, to the Detroit 
River and to the railroad lines that ran through to the 
city from the south — with an adjacent model 
‘garden village’ where the employees of the 
Suburban would live.

At the same time, the officers separately formed the 
Suburban City Co. real estate firm, which

shared Suburban’s Whitney Building offices in 
downtown Encorse.

The real estate enterprise was established 
to promote the planned development of the 240 
acres at Ecorse into the model village to be known as 
Suburban City. Suburban’s scheme for a ‘garden 
village’ was described in the trade journal, Parks and 
Cemeteries and Landscape Gardening, of November, 
1912.  Designed by noted landscape architect T. Glenn 
Phillips; the complex was planned to straddling the 
Ecorse River with acreage extending south of St. 
Cosme Line extending west to Fort Street.

It was an ambitious development project to be 
sure, possibly the first of its kind in the nation. The 
fact that architect T. Glenn Phillips, was involved in 
creating the design added significantly to the hoped-
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for distinction and success of their 
plans. Phillips was also known for his 
landscaping of the Henry Ford home on 
Edison in Detroit, and later designing the 
campus of Michigan Agricultural College 
in Lansing. The Suburban Motor 
Company was however, a failed 
enterprise almost from the start. With 
a lack of capital and accused of 
mismanagement.

In the May 30th 1912 issue of Motor 
World Magazine another figure from 
Suburban motors enters the fray, O. B. 
Bachman of the Western 
Securities Company of New 
York.. According to Motor World
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Bachman was soliciting investors on behalf of 
Suburban. Bachman claimed he had absolute proof 
that investors would gain 20 to 30 percent of 
their investments into Suburban. He went further to 
explain that investor could even consider returns of 
60 to 1000 percent! Clearly by the summer of 1912 
Suburban was running out of cash. Bachman
was retained to infuse the company with more 
dollars.

Even by 1912 standards soliciting investors with 
such outrageous claims was very shady. Schaum’s
shady tactics caught up with him and he 
was uncovered as a fraud. Scandal broke in the fall of 
1912 when it was found that the check he tendered for 
$150, 000.00 as capitalization had never cleared 
the bank nor was it deposited, it just sat endorsed 
sitting in a desk drawer,  DeSchaum was actually 
broke. The Board determined that since the Board

determined that since the check was never 
deposited, De Schaum never actually had an 
investment in Suburban Motor Cars. He resigned in 
disgrace on November 12, 1912.

More troubling for the investors of Suburban Motor 
Cars was the discovery that a disgruntled 
employees had destroyed all the company finance 
records.

Fortunately for Checker fans, The Suburban Motor 
Car Company was reorganized. Once the dust had 
settled and auditors were able to understand the 
complex financial workings,  the company was 
reorganized. Suburban carried on as a real estate 
company and the various plots of land set up for 
Suburban City were sold off to buyers. $3000.00 
of liabilities sat on the balance sheet for a small 
company the Palmer Motor Co.
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Randall A. Palmer of Pontiac, Michigan and former 
organizer of the Cartercar Company along with other 
interested parties leveraged that $3000.00 of debt 
and took over the Suburban Motor Car Company the 
plan was to start the real business of building 
automobiles.

You would think after no fewer that six failed 
attempts to build a viable automobile company 
DeSchaum would give up, but no DeSchuam was not 
done, at the end of 1912 he was ready to move on to 
his next auto promotion and seventh car company.  
De Schuam started to explore the “cycle car” fad of 
1913. Just three months after leaving Suburban Motor 
Cars he was in trouble again. According to the 
January 22nd 1913 issue of “Motor World” headlines 
read: De Schaum’s Cyclecar project in 
Court. According to Motor World:

“W. Andrew De Schaum, who has promoted many 
things in many place and like many others of his 
inclination is now “full of Cyclecars” is in trouble 
again. The most recent creation of the De Schaum
brain is the Automobile Cyclecar Co. In order to float 
it, money was necessary and to obtain the money De 
Schaum resorted to the not unusual procedure of 
selling paper. He sold 300 shares to Joseph 
Kopitzke, who purchase stock at $10.00 shares 
paying $500.00 down. When the company failed to 
set sail on the sea of dollars, Kopitzke became so 
impatient that last week he instituted action to 
recover the $500.00 which he had paid in”

De Schaum’s cycle car project would fail too and 
there would be more litigation. Two years 
later DeSchaum would die of pneumonia never to 
build a car or scam an investor again.
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The History of Checker 

Part 2

After The Con Man, 

In the last installment we explored a story about a con man with many 
names, we’ll refer to him by his real name William Andrew Schaum. Between 
1901 and 1912 Mr. Schaum created no less than seven car companies. 
All eventually failed, total automobile production amounted to about 50 
buggies over a ten year period. The companies did succeed in lining Mr. 
Schaum’s pockets with cash secured by gullible investors.

By 1912 his sixth car company Suburban Motors was failing again.  In an 
attempt to save the investor’s assets the company was acquired by one of its 
creditors, R A Palmer, who reorganized the enterprise as the Palmer Motor 
Car Company. Three thousand dollars sat in Accounts Payable on the 
Suburban’s Balance Sheet owed to Palmer. The debt allow Palmer to gain 
control of Suburban.

Earlier in life Mr. Palmer had created the Cartercar Company in 1905, no 
longer with Cartercar, Palmer wanted to build another car company. Upon 
taking over the company Palmer’s first action was to finish Schaum’s partially 
assembled Suburban cars still sitting in the plant in order to reduce inventory
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and generate cash from sales.  

Palmer next brought in his own team of 
experienced car professionals, retaining  A C 
Mason, a known automotive expert who had 
been largely responsible for production of the 
first Chevrolet and who had had a hand in the 
designing of various Buick powertrains. 
Palmer’s next action was to develop a new car, 
the Model 38B.

based on one of Schaum’s Suburban chassis. Palmer now 
had a real car company.

To complete the transformation, Palmer found a 
new partner, the Partin Manufacturing Company. In this 
partnership, Partin would focus on manufacturing and 
Palmer on sales and dealer expansion. The growth 
generated by the partnership allowed manufacturing to 
move to Chicago and between 1913 and 1915, two smaller 
cars were added to the product line, the Model 20 and the 
Model 32. Eventually the company established 400 dealers 
in global sales network, primarily in the US Midwest.  It 
appeared that the car and company was headed for success 
and by 1915 it was well on its way. This growth required 
more capital.

The company was recapitalized by bringing in new 
cash investors, but despite the infusion of money, a lawsuit 
initiated over a $700 past due creditor bill.
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Post-bankruptcy a new company with a new name was created: 
Commonwealth Motor Cars. The old Partin-Palmer leadership 
team exited the firm.  Charles Darnell, the former sales manager 
was elevated to President. 

Darnell’s first task was to save the 400 dealer sales network. 
Thankfully, no dealers were lost!  Darnell’s second focus was to 
produce 800 cars to ensure the dealer network had something 
to sell.  

Upon the creation of the new company, another $100,000 was 
secured, and with more funds in the bank, Darnell closed a deal 
with the George D. Whitcomb Company of Rochelle, Illinois to 
produce the automobiles.

Whitcomb became Vice President of Commonwealth 
Production was moved to Rochelle and continued into 1916 with 
the Model 20 and the Model 32, the Model 38 being 
discontinued.
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However, on the horizon was a new model, the Ultra-
Four, a higher-end sports model.  1917 was another 
big year, as the factory was moved to Jolliet, Illinois. 
The name Palmer-Partin was dropped and all cars 
were now badged as Commonwealth.

Darnell needed to differentiate the new cars from the 
hundreds of other automobiles sold in the US, so a new 
slogan was developed; “The Commonwealth, the car 
with the foundation.” This slogan and the associated 
build concept would in essence establish the Checker 
for years to come.

The 1917 Commonwealth was essentially a 
modified version of the Palmer-Partin Model 32, but it 
was designed in a manner consistent with the slogan, 
with a heavy duty chrome nickel alloy steel frame, the 
top of which was layered with thick felt in order to 

to reduce body squeaks and rattles. The resulting 
platform would be highly desirable for 
taxicab operators.

In 1918 The Model 20 roadster was dropped and 
the Model 32 was joined the following year by the 
Victory Six. In 1920, the Ultra-Four was introduced, 
it was the old Palmer-Partin Model 32 with a 
long wheelbase and a Lycoming power plant. In 
1920 Commonwealth was again in financial trouble



and required an increase in capitalization. $6m 
– a lot of money in 1920 was secured and a 
major sale was generated between 
Commonwealth and a new taxicab syndicate of 
Chicago, the Checker Taxi Company, to 
produce new taxicabs. The resulting cab was 
called the Commonwealth Mogul Taxicab. The 
cab was developed utilizing the Ultra-Four 
chassis and front clip mated to a wood taxicab 
body.

The body was produced by several 
body manufacturers, one was a company based 
out of Jolliet, Illinois, the Lomberg Body 
Company. Final assembly of the taxicabs were 
completed by Commonwealth in Jolliet then 
driven to Chicago for their entry into the taxicab 
trade. 

19
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The History of Checker Part 3

Markin’s in Charge Markin was born in western Russian in 1893. As a young man he 

had been employed in a Russian clothing factory and over a 

short period of time gained significant experience in manufacturing 

clothing. A hard worker and driven at a young age, Markin would 

eventually become a foreman of a trouser factory.

Major changes were in store for Russia via a pending revolution, 

changes that Markin was not interested in participating in. Resisting 

the political climate, Markin would emigrate to the United States in 

1913.

Arriving in the US,  Markin found work as a tailor and demonstrated 

significant business acumen state side which ultimately led him to 

start his own ready- made pants business. Upon the breakout of 

World War I, Markin was contracted by the US Army to produce 

uniforms for the force fighting in Europe. At wars end, Markin was 

sitting on a significant amount of money and was ready to invest in 

a number of Russian-owned businesses located in the Chicagoland 

area, one of which was Abe Lomberg’s Auto Body Company.
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The Lomberg Auto Body Manufacturing Co. was founded by a Russian immigrant 
named Abe Lomberg. The primary business was to manufacture bodies for several 
local Chicago based auto manufacturers, including Commonwealth Motors Corp.

In order to fulfill the order for Mogul taxicab bodies by Commonwealth, Lomberg was 
forced to seek funds for expansion. The funds were provided, in the form of a loan, by 
Morris Markin.

Markin loaned Lomberg $15,000. Unfortunately for Lomberg, the expected sales of 
Commonwealth’s Mogul taxis fell far short of expectations and, by the end of 1920, 
Lomberg could no longer keep up with the payments resulting in Markin taking over 
Lomberg’s entire business in Joilet.  Marking was now in charge.

Markin’s largest customer was a financially floundering Commonwealth Motors. 
When Commonwealth again went into receivership, in order to protect his body 
business, Markin was able to take over the entire operation. Once Markin had control 
of the company, he was able to take the company through a public stock offering 
which generated the funds required to grow the company and clean up the balance 
sheet of dept.
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The History of Checker Part 4

Promotion and a Time to Build Cars

By November of 1921 Markin’s impact on 
Commonwealth would be felt. In the 
November 21, 1921 Automotive 
Industries magazine the following item 
appeared:  “Leyland F Goodspeed for 
the past five years or more Chief of 
Engineering staff of the Roamer has 
resigned from at Barley Motor Car 
Company Co to join forces with 
Commonwealth Motors of Chicago and 
Joilet, Illinois. Has been elected vice 
president in charge of engineering of 
commonwealth Motors which at the 
present time in working on a new 
passenger car.”1921 Commonwealth Sedan
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It appears that the initial plan was to bring in new talent and 
revitalize Commonwealth. Late in 1921 Motor Land magazine 
reported: “Following closely on the numerous rumors which 
have been current since Leyland F Goodspeed joined 
Commonwealth Motors as elected vice president in charge of 
engineering of Commonwealth Motors. It is now a certainty 
that a new car to be produced by this organization to be 
exhibited at the New York and Chicago National Automobile 
Shows

While nothing definite in the way of character of this vehicle in 
announced it is presumed that Mr. Goodspeed has lend his 
twenty odd years of experience and reputation to the building 
of a high-rade product. This fact is apparent in the news that 
the new Commonwealth will bear the name: Goodspeed”.

Markin, always a great promoter appeared to be resurrecting 
Commonwealth by leveraging the Goodspeed name, by 
February of 1922 Commonwealth Motors was now laying out

Leland F, Goodspeed and the record breaking Roamer

1922 Goodspeed Show Car produced by 
Commonwealth Motors
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the distribution plans for the Goodspeed. In the February 15, 1922 issue of 
Motor West the following item appeared: “Leyland F Goodspeed vice president 
and chief engineer of Commonwealth Motors Company of Joliet and Chicago 
Illinois plans to distribution of the new Goodspeed car made by the 
Commonwealth Motors which will be limited to eight metropolitan centers in 
which for the present year only a limited number will be available. Mr. 
Goodspeed was nine years in perfecting the new piston valve motor for this 
car.”

In Spring of 1922 the 
Goodspeed debuted to the 
public. The Goodspeed was 
a truly modern and exciting 
car for 1922. The 
convertible was built 
utilizing an all-aluminum 
body, unique considering 
most stock cars of the day 
were based on wood 
frames. Fenders and hood 
sills were also made of 
aluminum. The sports car 
configuration eliminated 
running boards and utilized 
four side steps for 
entry. According to 
Automobile Industries
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magazine “the engine produces a silent running mechanism, free 
from the clatter often resulting from the use of poppet valves and 
strong valve springs”. The Goodspeed was years ahead of the 
industry in terms of engineering on the piston valve 
motor, clearly Goodspeed had developed an advanced 
automobile for Commonwealth.

Priced at $5400.00 the car was positioned for the high- end 
customer, three prototypes were produced. The buying public and 
media were excited, yet nothing came of the Goodspeed, what 
happened?

On February 28th Checker Motors was founded.  When the 
Goodspeed was introduced, Commonwealth was teetering on the 
brink of financial failure. The Commonwealth sedans and tourers 
were not selling and taxicab production was just barely keeping the 
company afloat.  Markin shuttered Commonwealth and  despite the 
spring Goodspeed promotion, its pretty clear that the Goodspeed 
was just a publicity stunt. 

July 1922 Checker Advertisement/Press 
Release.
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Goodspeed was retained, but he effectively had a new 
job, turning around production and moving the company 
from Chicago to Kalamazoo. Goodspeed lead the effort to 
take over the Knight-Handley and Dort manufacturing 
facilities. Additionally Goodspeed re-engineered the 
Model H and launched the Model H-2. The primary 
difference was the switch from the Herschell-Spellman 
engines to Buda. Additionally Goodspeed would bring his 
friend at Barley Jim Stout to Checker as head of 
experimental engineering.

Markin’s original timeline to introduce the Goodpseed
indicated that it would take several years to launch: it no 
longer made sense to introduced and manufacture. The 
creation of the Goodspeed would have required significant 
investments in aluminum body fabrication and engine 
production for an unproven concept. Markin reorganized 
and clearly understood that his Taxicab was a cash cow to 
be exploited, by 1923 Checker was in the black and running 
the plant 7 days a week.

By May of 1922, the new Checker Cab 
Manufacturing Company established in Delaware 
was producing Commonwealth Mogul Cabs now 
rebranded as Checkers.

The distribution plans of eight services centers 
was executed, but these company stores would 
serve as Checker Cab Services.  

By the start of 1923 Markin had produced 289 
Checker Cab Model C taxicab and established the 
Kalamazoo plant.  The company was now set to 
go forward for another 60 years.
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Checker officially came off 
the line in May of 
1922. The first model was 
the Model C, C standing 
for Commonwealth or 
Checker? Who knows, that 
said between 1922 and 
1926, Checker would offer 
several “new” models, 
including the Model H and 
the Model E. 
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The Model F, note that the 

front fenders, cowl, hood 

and hood are still based on 

the 1919 Commonwealth 

Mogul Checker. 
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Model G Sedan of 1927 also uses the Commonwealth key components, but sports a more 

modern body, underneath, its still the old Commonwealth
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There were major 
changes at Checker in 
1928 with a truly new 
model, the Model K. An 
advanced, modern design 
for its day, it was now a 
purpose built taxi with 
luxurious town car styling 
cues. The body was 
integrated in its design 
bumper to bumper; 
no longer did it possess 
the Partin-Palmer front 
clip mated to a taxicab 
body first introduced in 
1919 on the 
Commonwealth Mogul 
Taxi.
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The Model M introduced 
in 1931. A continuation of the 
town car theme, the Model M 
was quite a striking vehicle. 
Visually the car possessed 
some interesting styling 
cues, mainly vertical 
rectangular headlamps and 
“sugar scoop” fenders to 
protect tyres in minor 
accidents. Additionally, the 
Model M had rear passenger 
only running boards 
continuing the town car 
theme.
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The Checker Model T was 
a highly modified version 
of the Model M, and both 
the Model M and K were 
dropped in 1933. The 
Utility Wagon was 
continued conceptually 
with a new Model T 
based car. The new 
taxicab utilized the 
new Lycoming GU or GUC 
8-cylinder engine, riding 
on a 122-inch wheelbase.
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A 1933 Checker Model 

T truck. Checker 

produced a line of 

truck between 1931 & 

1934. The truck is 

based on the Checker 

Model T taxicab.  Its 

not clear if these 

Checker Trucks were 

remanufactured 

taxicabs or pure new 

builds.
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In 1934, Checker began 
development of a new 
taxicab, the Model Y. It 
was the third offering in 
the evolution of the 1928 
Model K and quite striking 
in appearance, with many 
style cues reminiscent of 
its new corporate cousin, 
the Auburn, albeit an 
industrial version.
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The 1940 Checker Cab Model 
A was a watershed taxi, 
perhaps one of the most 
significant taxis Checker ever 
produced. It served as the 
basis of all Checkers until the 
end of automobile 
production in 1982
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The Checker A2 
represented a major 
milestone for Checker, the 
Checker A2 was Checker’s 
first production car that 
was completely made of 
steel. Since 1922 all 
Checker bodies were 
constructed of wood. 
Checker was somewhat 
late to the market, most US 
auto producers had been 
building steel bodied cars 
for more than ten years.
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A re-engineered 
Checker was 
introduced in 1950. 
This was the Model 
A4, with its 
companion, the Model 
A5 pleasure car. Both 
models featured a 
tighter turning radius 
and wraparound 
bumpers that bore a 
strike resemblance to 
the 40s era Cadillac 
bumpers.
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In 1953 Checker again re-
engineered the Model A 
to produce the Model A6 taxi 
and Model A7 pleasure car. 
The most significant change 
was in the rear roof 
passenger area. The entire 
roof was raised to improve 
rear headroom clearance, the 
resulting change squaring up 
the appearance of the rear 
section.
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Two models were introduced 
for 1956, The Checker Model 
A8 Standard and the  
Drivermatic Special. The 
latter was the higher end 
vehicle equipped with power 
steering, a Borg Warner 
automatic transmission and 
power brakes. The standard 
was a bare bones taxi with 
manual brakes, steering and 
transmission. Both models 
were purpose built taxi with 
comparable interior trimming 
from the previous Model A6. 
Both vehicle could be 
equipped with an opening 
electric rear window.
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In the Fall of 1958 Checker introduced 
the Checker A9 taxicab. Based largely 
in the Checker A8. To the untrained 
eye and despite popular belief, this 
new Checker did not share any 
exterior body panels with the Model 
A8. Biggest change: a flatter roof 
and larger rear window openings.
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In the Spring of 1959  
Checker introduced 
the Checker A10 pleasure car 
called the Superba in the 
New York and New England 
market. Based largely in 
the Checker A9,  it would 
take Checker about a year to 
ramp up production and set 
up a national dealer network.  
The national introduction 
took place in February 1960. 
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In late 1960  Checker 
introduced the Checker 
A10w  Superba Wagon. 
The wagon would be 
sold for the next 13 years 
in very low volume. 
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In February 1962 Checker launched the Model A11 Taxicab.  Checker would sell this model until 1982.  Over the next 20
years the taxicab workhorse would be the standard for US taxicab operations.
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In February 1962 Checker 
launched the Model A12 
Marathon pleasure car.  
Checker would sell this 
model until 1982.  Over the 
next 20 years this vehicle 
would become an American 
icon.
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In 1962 Checker launched the 
Model A12E Marathon. The 
“E” stood for extended 
wheelbase, Introduced for 
1962 and produced for 
almost two decades. This 
limo version of the Marathon 
was built for the high end
professional car market. 
Differences between the 
A11 Taxi, Marathon and 
Superba were the extended 
wheelbase at 129 inches and 
limo attributes such as driver 
divider, in seat radio, foot 
and arm rests. Some models 
were equipped with vinyl 
roofs and opera windows.
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Specialty Car Production,  The Checker Aerobus
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(12) Facebook

About This Vehicle
Driven 5,000 miles
Automatic transmission
Exterior color: Green

1970 Checker Marathon · Sedan · Driven 50,000 miles This 
car is in great condition, it has a fully rebuilt 327 the body is 
very solid and the interior is in good condition would make 
someone a great project please no negative comments. 
Message if interested
link to Facebook
(1) Marketplace – 1970 Checker Marathon | Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/commerce/listing/1036324323603928?media_id=0&ref=share_attachment
https://www.facebook.com/marketplace/item/3034761873510958/


Gateway Classic Cars of Atlanta is proud to offer this 
1982 Checker Marathon for sale. The Checker 
Marathon was produced by the Checker Motors 
Corporation of Kalamazoo, Michigan, between 1961 
and 1982. It was marketed as a passenger car for 
consumers, as opposed to the similar Taxi, which 
was aimed at fleet buyers. 1982 marked the last 
year for production of the infamous Checker. The 
1982 we are offering here is rather special, stating it 
appeared on the tv show Phantom Works. This 
Marathon has been a civilian model its whole life 
and has been in possession of the current owner for 
22 years. The engine was replaced in 1999 with a 
smooth Chevy 350 V8 equipped with a 4-barrel carb 
and a GM Turbo-Hydramatic 400 automatic 
transmission. The car underwent a bit of restoration 
in 2009, being re-upholstered and paint by 
FantomWorks in Norfolk, VA. The Light Blue exterior 
presents well and looks sharp with the White top. 
The Checker Marathon is getting harder to find 
especially one that did not serve duty as a taxi cab.
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Currently available in Hyde Park, New York.
Link to the Facebook Marketplace Advertisement.

(2) Marketplace – 1982 Other Other | Facebook

1971 checker cab runs and drives
$5500.00
Link to Facebook Marketplace

(13) Marketplace - 1971 Checker car co. N/A | Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/marketplace/item/2634748216828956/?ref=search&referral_code=marketplace_search&referral_story_type=post&tracking=browse_serp%3A9ba73988-ffb1-4a0e-8eb6-8a1443762635
https://www.facebook.com/marketplace/item/192352336442874/?ref=messenger_share
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(5) Marketplace - 1966 Checkered cab Marathon | Facebook

1966 Checkered cab marathon. Looking to sell or trade. 
For trade: really cool stuff, motorcycles, scooters, 
classics etc. The car has a clean title and was driving 
when parked. Needs a battery and a carrier bearing for 
the driveline, both are super easy fixes and not very 
expensive. This car is sold as is, it is a project. $2500.00

Link to Facebook Marketplace

Runs good needs tlc

Link to Facebook Marketplace

(13) Marketplace - 1975 checker cab checker cab | Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/marketplace/item/424485275478104/?ref=search&referral_code=marketplace_search&referral_story_type=post&tracking=browse_serp%3Aafa684aa-2cab-4903-89bf-34268733569a
https://www.facebook.com/marketplace/item/210734147861626/?ref=search&referral_code=marketplace_search&referral_story_type=post&tracking=browse_serp%3Aa3237262-0dc9-431a-8fce-552806a16ea1


That’s right! A Checker cab. Although this one was never 
a cab. If you would like a huge, tank of a car that’s not 
the fastest car on the block, the Checker is right for you. 
This one I brought here to Lincoln from the East Coast, 
and are not much of a common sight in these parts. The 
interior is in good condition, and under the hood sports a 
4.1 liter, inline six GM engine. She has some rust present, 
but she runs and drives excellent. This car would make 
someone a unique restoration project.I got some extra 
parts Asking $4000 obo call (402) 840-9891

(13) Marketplace - 1980 CHECKER marathon | Facebook

1980 CHECKER MARATHON 33,000 miles. A Checker 

Marathon (New York taxi) Winter project that looks 

worse than it is. All floors are intact. Comes with a 

rebuilt engine, four new OEM fenders, New OEM 

hood, plus other new body parts. New lights etc. Its 

all here if I can just find it !! I've put quite a bit into 

this car but I'll never finish it. My loss is your gain. 

Clear Wyoming Title in hand. Come take a look and 

make me an offer

https://www.facebook.com/marketplace/item/553240159437782/?ref=search&referral_code=marketplace_search&referral_story_type=post&tracking=browse_serp%3A45e93f53-0f14-4887-b847-29e392670e0e


End Photo

The 1982 Checker Model A11 

Taxicab.  The final incarnation 

the American icon.


